
Parish Clerk’s Report
3 December, 2008 to 30 January, 2009

Item 3a (2 December, 2008): Otterburn Hall; 1 Marquee:  At the time of writing, the marquee is still 
in place, despite asking Northumberland National Park Authority (NNPA) Planning Department to 
enforce the conditions requiring its removal.  

Item 3b (2 December, 2008): Dog waste bins: Following the meeting I contacted Tynedale Council, 
asking them to deliver a 140 Litre wheelie bin to the Hopefoot road location.  The bin was actually 
delivered to the Chairman’s house and the previous 240 litre bin removed.  The new bin has now been 
installed on site and both red bins removed and returned to Tynedale Council.  The Council is due to 
empty the new bin for the first time on Wednesday, 4 February.  Notices concerning the removal of the 
red bins were placed in the Hexham Courant and on the Parish Council website.  There has been no 
public response to the removal of the red bins.

Item 3c (2 December, 2008): Millennium Green:  Annemarie Thomas of Natural England tells us that 
the Transfer documents were received and are being processed.  A certified copy of the deeds will be sent 
to the Parish Council in the near future when this work is completed.  Otterburn is the first Trust to go 
through the process successfully. 

Item 3d (2 December, 2008): Mill Path:  Following the decision at the last meeting the following letter 
was sent to Mr. Geoff Marshall, the Enforcement Officer at Tynedale Council and copied to the 
householders:

“Otterburn Parish Council considered this matter at its last meeting and decided that, because of the 
unnecessary burden and strain already placed on [the householders] by this matter, it would not wish to pursue 
them further by forcing them to give-up part of their already established garden in favour of the proposed path 
to Otterburn Mill.  The members of the Parish Council believe that [the householders] are entirely the innocent 
parties in this matter.   

The planning requirements were clear from the outset; the builder should have ensured that space was left 
outside the boundary of the [the householders’] garden to accommodate the proposed path.  The Parish 
Council feels strongly that Tynedale District Council should have been much more aggressive in immediately 
enforcing this matter with the builder.  This was not done and the matter became drawn out and, as a result, 
more difficult to resolve amicably despite [the householders] behaving with greater understanding and tolerance 
than might be expected of them in the circumstances.

The Parish Council hopes that its decision will bring an end to this saga and that [the householders]will be able 
to get on with their lives, secure in the knowledge that no further action will result.” Signed by Emma Anderson, 5  
January, 2009

Item 4a (14 January, 2009): Budget for 2009/10: This is attached to the minutes of 14 January, 2009.

Item 4b (14 January, 2009): Precept for 2009/10: This decision is recorded in the minutes of 14 
January, 2009.

Item 4c (14 January, 2009): Construction of Mill Path:  It is expected that at least one further estimate 
will be presented at the meeting of 3 February.  Further discussion is recorded in the minutes of 14 
January, 2009.

Item 5b: Invoice received from Tynedale Council: An invoice for grass cutting has been received 
from Tynedale Council totalling £44.79 including VAT.

Item 6a: Tynedale Visitor Guide:  An opportunity has again been offered by the Hexham Courant to 
submit an article publicising Otterburn in the 2009 Tynedale Visitor Guide.  I have discussed this with the 
Chairman and suggested that we submit the same copy as last year, albeit with some minor amendments.  
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Item 4c: Correspondence received:

1. Otterburn Memorial Hall: A letter has been received from the Secretary of the Memorial Hall 
committee asking if the Parish Council has objections to a No Parking grid being painted on the 
pavement at the front door of the hall.  The Secretary writes: “These doors are one of our 
emergency exits and are used to get chairs in and out of the hall.  I have been in touch with 
Tynedale Council and they have advised us to contact you”.

2. Invitation to Royal Garden Party: An invitation has been received from the National 
Association of Local Councils as follows:

“Our Association has today been asked to put forward the names of representatives to attend a 
Buckingham Palace Garden Party on the 21 July 2009.  In line with our past practice, I am writing to 
invite you to consider nominating your current chairman/mayor and a partner.  The number of places 
will be severely limited, and this year we can send 4 people (i.e. 2 couples).  As before, we will conduct a 
draw to select the names.

There are a number of rules and issues to consider:

 People who have previously attended a Royal Garden Party are not eligible
 The invitation is not transferable, and we appreciate that you may have a different chairman after 

the May annual meeting
 The chairman may be accompanied by a spouse, or by a son or daughter aged between 18 and 25
 The chairman must be a British Citizen, but partners may be of another nationality
 There is no bursary scheme and so participants or their parish councils must make their own 

financial arrangements

We have been offered no leeway in the timing of this process, and so I must request you to act quickly 
to meet the deadline.

If your chairman wishes to be nominated, please give full information on the enclosed form, and return 
it to me by 5.00 p.m. on Wednesday 18 March 2009

3. Development Charter Update: The consultation document was circulated to you with the papers 
for the November, 2008, meeting.  The following describes what is termed “significant progress” 
made towards the adoption of the Charter which, it is hoped, will develop and enhance the 
relationship between local (i.e. parish and town) councils and the new unitary authority in 
Northumberland.  

“The Charter, which has been developed over a period of months since last summer, draws greatly upon 
the findings of a questionnaire survey which all local councils in Northumberland were asked to 
complete in the spring of 2007, when it first appeared likely that local government was going to be 
restructured.  Although 19% of respondents to this survey thought this would mean ‘no change’ for 
their local council, the vast majority wanted to develop their role on behalf of their communities: they 
anticipated significant change and recognised that they would need to organise themselves accordingly. 
Of these, there was a 50-50 split between those who were looking to take on a direct responsibility for 
the devolved provision of further services, and those who wanted to be a stronger community voice but 
with no additional service responsibility.

Subsequently, the Government confirmed that the principal authorities would be reorganised into a 
single, Northumberland-wide unitary authority, with a strong commitment to community empowerment 
through local councils.

This in turn brought recognition from a number of local councils that an ‘uneven playing field’ would be 
created, between the parished and unparished areas.  In most parishes, the local council provides and 
finances the local amenities where they exist (allotments, play areas, village greens, etc) but the new 
unitary authority would be providing and financing these types of amenity in the previously un-parished 
South East Northumberland.  There has been increasing pressure to address these differences.

Thus, the Charter has been designed to meet three key objectives:

• to enable the Authority to work closely with local councils and communities
• to accommodate the different aspirations and capacity of different local councils
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• to achieve greater clarity and consistency in the service-delivery responsibilities of local councils 
and the new authority.

A draft Charter was circulated for consultation in October 2008, and has been widely discussed by local 
councils – and area-wide meetings of councils – throughout the county.  There has also been helpful 
input from staff and councillors at County Hall.  The Charter has been amended to accommodate many 
of these comments.

The Charter:

• identifies a wide range of local issues on which local councils will be consulted
• clarifies those amenities which local councils will normally provide and fund, where they are 

needed
• offers the possibility of service-devolution to certain local councils, subject to agreement
• provides for local councils to take a leading role in community forums, and to be involved with 

Area partnership working
• encourages the fuller use of ICT (email, websites, etc) to aid communication, consultation and co-

operation between local councils and the Authority
• promotes high standards
• encourages local councils to reach out to the wider community, and to promote democracy
• opens the possibility of transferring the Authority’s property into local ownership and 

management.

The implementation and operation of the Charter will be overseen by a group drawn from the new 
Authority and from local councils.  Some of the Charter’s provisions – most notably those concerning 
consultation – will be implemented from Day One, ie April 2009.  Others, such as transfers of 
responsibility for service-provision, will take longer to plan and implement, and no changes are 
envisaged until April 2010 onwards.

A further key development related to the Charter is the prospective creation of eight new local councils 
which together will cover all parts of Wansbeck and Blyth Valley:  districts which hitherto have been 
unparished.  A great deal of support is being planned to enable these new local councils, whose first 
elections will be held in June 2009, to put in place the systems and resources so that they can respond to 
local needs, and also take responsibility in 2010 for the same sorts of services which existing local 
councils elsewhere in Northumberland already run.”

4. Consultation document: Code of recommended practice on local authority publicity: 
This document was published by the Department of Communities and Local Government on 
17 December, 2008.  It will be available at the meeting for any member wishing to study it.

Emma Anderson
30 January, 2009
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